
BATON ROUGE -- The Louisiana Board of Regents for public postsecondary education
on March 6 held a statewide public hearing via the Internet and compressed video sites throughout
the state to give the public an opportunity to learn more about and express their views concerning
the Regents’ proposed new master plan for postsecondary education and admissions standards
framework for all state four-year universities.

“We received about 40 questions statewide,” said Commissioner of Higher Education
Joseph Savoie, who led the two-hour public hearing discussions. “Obviously there are a lot of
questions about the new admissions criteria for our four-year colleges and universities.”

Responding to a number of comments about the proposed admission standards and
disadvantaged students in low-income areas of the state, Savoie said the heart of the Board of
Regents proposed new master plan and admissions criteria is to make sure that high school
students are properly prepared to succeed in college. “The plan,” he continued, “involves as
aggressive intervention effort early on in 8th and 9th grade to identify students who made need
additional assistance. Long term, this will mean that high schools and high school students will
know what is expected of them. We will try to provide the services they need to be successful.
Ultimately, more Louisiana citizens will have greater levels of education and that can only be good
for our state economically and socially.”

An admissions standards framework is one part of the Regents’ proposed new master plan
for all public postsecondary education in Louisiana. The purpose of the proposal is to create a
postsecondary system that is accountable, affordable, effective and efficient. It consists of four
parts: it defines specific goals, objectives and targets for all state colleges and universities; sets
admissions criteria framework for all four-year public universities; clearly focuses the role, scope
and mission statements for each institution; and, revises college and university funding formulas.

The proposed admissions standards framework for entering freshmen, beginning in Fall
2005, would be based on successful completion of the TOPS high school core curriculum and
other components such as over-all grade-point average, ACT composite scores and high school
rank. 

“Admissions standards are not just about getting into college,” Savoie said after the public
hearing, “it’s about succeeding once you are there. It is important that students be appropriately
prepared so that they can succeed in college. All data indicates that the number one indicator of
college success is the rigor of high school preparation. That’s the focus of this effort.”

During the coming week, Regents’ staff will examine suggestions made during the public
hearing for possible inclusion in a new draft that will be submitted to the Board of Regents for its
March 22 meeting. Savoie said Regents “are focused on providing a more efficient, a more
effective and a more productive postsecondary education system for the people of Louisiana.”

The March 6 public hearing was held live throughout the state via Louisiana Public
Broadcasting’s “live-streaming” Internet video site and at 15 locations via the Board of Regents’
inter-active distance learning compressed video network. 
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